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The August 21, 2017, eclipse will be the first total solar eclipse 
visible in the contiguous United States since 1979—and the 
first that has traversed the entire continent since June 8th, 1918. 
The moon’s shadow will cut a 70-mile-wide path, diagonally 
across the country from Oregon to South Carolina. For over two 
minutes, those in the path will experience an ethereal twilight with 
a naked-eye view of the sun’s million-degree atmosphere called  
the corona. Anticipation and energy for this eclipse is off the charts! 
Over 500 million in North America alone will be able to catch the 
eclipse in either its partial or total phase. Parts of South America, 
Africa, and Europe will see a partial eclipse as well. 

NASA is planning to take full advantage of this unique celestial event 
as an education and public engagement opportunity by leveraging its 
extensive networks of partners, numerous social media platforms, 
broadcast media, and its significant unique space assets and experts 
to bring the eclipse to America and the world. This talk starts with a 
look at the fundamental connection between heliophysics and solar 
eclipses. Then it outlines NASA’s connection to the science and the 
wonder of total solar eclipses along with where and when you can 
experience the August 21st spectacle.

SPEAKER BIO: Alex is a NASA solar astrophysicist studying space 
weather in our solar system and beyond. He has served as a SOHO/EIT 
and STEREO/SSC support scientist as well as a Hinode/SOT Chief 
Observer. He is currently the Associate Director for Science in the 
Heliophysics Science Division at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center 
and the head of the Heliophysics Education Consortium. In this role, he 
is responsible for overseeing and coordinating education and public 
outreach (EPO) in the division as well as for the Heliophysics Division at 
NASA Headquarters. He works with the EPO teams as a liaison with the 
NASA offices of Education and Communication. In addition, he works 
with the division scientists to promote and support their research.

Alex's desire to share NASA science with all lead him to continually 
develop and improve his science communication skills. He enjoys 
sharing these skills with other scientists at NASA. His passion has also 
been fueled by giving public lectures, television and radio interviews 
and participating in several documentaries.

When:  Thursday, August 10th
  10:30 a.m.

Where: NASA HQ, Auditorium
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WE HOPE
YOU CAN
MAKE IT! 

Can’t join in person? 

Please join us via:

WebEx
https://nasa.webex.com

Meeting number: 998 642 591
Meeting password: Eclipse2017!

or 
Teleconference

Dial-in: 1-844-467-4685
Passcode: 730170#
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